May 1887. Mr. Tebbutt, Observations of Saturn etc. 
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432 Capt. Molony , Sextant Observations of Comet, xlyii. 7, 

Occultation of a Tauri. 1887, March 2. By Gh L. Tiipman. 

Notwithstanding the daylight, the Moon’s dark limb wa& 
plainly visible. Aldebamn was very bright and flaring, and hung 
a long time on the limb without being projected on it more than 
half of its apparent diameter, which was io u or 15", the reddish 
colour being very remarkable. By the click of the armature 
of the transit-clock-relay, at 50 s the star suddenly waned, 
but remained conspicuous until 51 s , the light lingering, at less 
than one-half of its original intensity, for fully one second of 
time. The point of disappearance was on the dark limb, well 
clear of the terminator. 

Having placed a wire tangent to the Moon’s bright limb at the 
calculated point of reappearance, the star was seen tore-appear in¬ 
stantaneously. It was very much less bright at the bright limb 
than it had before appeared. Watched for 30 seconds there 
was no further increase of its light. It hung on the limb and 
was fairly bisected by the latter for a considerable time. 

Achromatic of inches aperture, power 66. 

Local Sid. Time. GkM.T. 

h m s h m s 

Disapp. . . 4 28 39-5* 5 49 n*6 

Eeapp. . , 4 40 33*4 6 1 3-6 

The occultation was observed by Mr. E. B, Knobel at 
Booking, who remarks:— 

“ The star glided out (at the dark limb near the terminator). 
It did not snap out as usual, but there was an appreciable time 
in its disappearance; it was not an instantaneous phenomenon. 
The observation was good. 

“ The reappearance (at the bright limb) seemed instantaneous, 
but the observation was not quite so good as the immersion. 
Time between observations 9 minutes 30 seconds.” 


Sextant Observations of Gomel a , 1887, on board the ship “ British 
Merchant By Captain E. J. Molony. 

(Communicated by Captain II. Toynbee.) 

1887, January 21.—Lat. 28° 17' S. Long. 21 0 25' W. 

At 8 p.m. saw for the first time a comet; a long slightly 
curved tail, originating in a point towards the Sun, and stretch¬ 
ing for i8^° towards the nearest (smallest) Magellan Cloud, 
from which its visible termination is distant 18 0 . As the comet 
is very ill defined and sky cloudy the following distances are 
approximate. GKM.T. io h n m :— 

* Corresponding to the recorded 50 s by the clock. 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at Uniwersytet Warszawski Biblioteka Uniwersytecka on March 26, 2015 





